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TOURING 1

ndrew Aguilante’s biggest drama in
winning his fourth Touring 1 National

Champlonship and sixth tithe overall was
getting a car together to bring to the
Runoffs. With he and Phoenix Motorsports
contesting for the Pwelli World Challenge GTS
title, the Runoffs kind of snuck up on them.

“We had a brand-new chassis that we were
going to bulld, but due to running World
Challenge and the back end of that schedule
being so packed - we ran a third of our season
ina month - and the prep time with all that,
the [Runoffs] car got put on the back burner,”
explained Aquilante. “Wa were out at Sonoma
[Raceway], and one of our cars got wrecked.
We had a spare car for World Challenge and
we had an extra truck that was coming back
after Sonoma anyway, [so] we sent the car
back home, the body shop fixed it up, and
then we got back from [Mazda Raceway
Laguna Seca] and had two days to install ail
the bits and come [to the Runoffs].”

Aquilante then proceeded to put his
Phoenix Performance/Hawk/Hoosier Ford
Mustang Boss 302 on the Tire Rack pole
with a 1:53.562 - more than a second-and-
a-half clear of Mark Boden's BMW M3 - and
maotored to a 7.771sec margin of victory.

Boden ran second for a while, but began
slipping backward on lap skx, perhaps the
victim of fading tires. That left Pratt Cole
and Cameron Maugeri to battle for the
remaining podium positions. The position
belonged to Maugeri until lap seven, when

Cole got by; but Cole could never shake
Maugeri's BT| Motorsports Ford Mustang.
They ran that way until the final lap, when
Cole ran into trouble.

“1 went across start/finish, going into Turn
1 on the white flag lap, and unioaded my
power steering pump,” Cole explained.

“1 don't know what blew, the hose or the
pump. All | knew was going in there, I've got
awindshield full of oil, and I'm not exactly
sure what's coming.

“I really had a hard time seeing in the
right-hand turns,” Cole said of his Western
Metals Transport Ford Mustang. “I thought
| might get lucky and get past this; I've got to
be homest, | tried like crazy for not being
able to see. But Cameron brought it out of
the Bus Stop - and he brought it hard - and
| had nothing for him.”

Maugeri had difficulties of his own. “The
car was starting to get a little squirmy and |t
didn't feel right,” he sald. "After | pulled into
the pit, | saw | had a flat tire." Add to that the
oil from Cole's blown power steering, and it
was getting especially slippery for MaugerL

Up front, Aquilante was able to cruise to
the checker, although not without
distractions. “The cool thing [at Daytona] is
you get the chance to look around while
you're going pretty fast,” he sald. “You look
up at the Timing and Scoring tower, and you
0o, 0K, eight laps; airight, nine laps’..and you
start listening for every creak and rattle.”
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